
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

Department of Homeland Security 


Washington, DC 20528 / www.oig.dhs.gov 


August 20, 2019 


Ms. Emma Best 
MuckRock News, 

DEPT MR 79418 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144 

Subject: OIG Freedom of Information Act Request No. 

2019-IGFO-00227 
Final Response 

Dear Ms. Best: 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector General 
(OIG), dated August 27, 2019, seeking a printout or listing of all closed 
investigations/reports completed in calendar year 2015 or FY 2015 
whichever is possible. Your request was received in this office on August 
27, 2019. 

In response to your request, a search was conducted within the DHS- 
OIG Office of Information Technology Division (ITD). That search 
identified 5 pages of records that are responsive to your request. We 
have determined that these 5 pages, are appropriate for release without 
excision and are enclosed for your review. 

Inasmuch as this constitutes a full grant, we are closing your file in this 
office. If you have any questions about this response, please contact us 
at 202-981-6100. 


Appeal 

If you believe this to be an adverse determination on your request, you 
have the right to appeal this response. 1 Your appeal must be in writing 


1 For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement 
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) 
(2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to 
the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our 
requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 





and received within 90 days after the date of this response. Please 
address any appeal to: 


FOIA/PA Appeals Unit 
DHS/Inspector General 
STOP 0305 
245 Murray Lane, SW 
Washington, DC 20528-0305 

Both the envelope and letter of appeal must be clearly marked “Freedom 
of Information Act Appeal.” Your appeal letter must also clearly identify 
DHS-OIG’s response. Additional information on submitting an appeal is 
set forth in the Department of Homeland Security regulations at 6 C.F.R. 
§ 5.8. 


Assistance and Dispute Resolution Services 

Should you need assistance with your request, you may contact DHS- 
OIG’s FOIA Public Liaison. You may also seek dispute resolution 
services from our FOIA Public Liaison. You may contact DHS-OIG’s FOIA 
Public Liaison in any of the following ways: 

FOIA Public Liaison 
DHS-OIG Counsel 
STOP 0305 
245 Murray Lane, SW 
Washington, DC 20528-0305 
Phone: 202-981-6100 
Fax: 202-245-5217 
E-mail: foia.oig@oig.dhs.gov 

Additionally, the 2007 FOIA amendments created the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS) to offer mediation services to 
resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies as a non¬ 
exclusive alternative to litigation. If you are requesting access to your 
own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should 
know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made 
under the Privacy Act of 1974. Using OGIS services does not affect your 
right to pursue litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the following 
ways: 


Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
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Web: https://ogis.archives.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770 
Fax: 202-741-5769 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

If you have any questions about this response, please contact us at 202- 
981-6100. 

Sincerely, 

Steuw ty. ’PkelfcA 

Steven G. Phelps 

FOIA/PA Disclosure Specialist 

Enclosures 
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Copy of FOIA 
Request 


From: weboublishing® ho.dhs.gov on behalf of WCM DHS 

To: FOIAOIG 

Subject: Form submission from: DHS FOIA / Privacy Act Request Submission Form 

Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2019 1:28:22 AM 


Submitted on Tuesday, August 27, 2019 - 01:28 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are: 

Select the DHS component you wish to submit your request to:: Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) 

Title: 

First Name: Emma 
Middle Initial: 

Last Name: Best 
Suffix: 

Email Address: 79418-58002123@requests.muckrock.com 
Country: United States 

Address 1: MuckRock News, DEPT MR 79418 

Address 2: 411A Highland Ave 

City: Somerville 

State: Massachusetts 

Zip Code: 02144 

Telephone Number: 6172991832 

Fax Number: 

Are you requesting records on yourself? No 
If yes, you must check the perjury statement: 

By initialing here you are providing your electronic signature.: 

Please describe the records you are seeking as clearly and precisely as 
possible: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following 
records: 

a copy of the list or printout or database listing of Inspector General 
investigations closed/reports completed during calendar year 2015. If the 
list is organized by FY rather than calendar year, the FY 2015 list is 
sufficient for this request. If no central list or database exists, then I 
request copies of the cover sheet or first page of each IG report completed 
during calendar year 2015. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and 
this request is not being made for commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me 
of the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the 
request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if 


Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look 
forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, 
as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Emma Best 

Attachments: 

https://cdn.muckrock.com/outbound_composer_attachments/EmmaBest/71431/Fee20category20and20search20parameters.pdf 

Upload documents directly: 

https://https://www.muckrock.comhttps://accounts.muckrock.com/accounts/login/? 

url_auth_token=AAAegebJAsxcsZiw371aNOfPOBM%3Ali2Txk%3AxKF_IlY7rlf4bpRPGJKyMYxTrmM&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.muckrock.com%2Faccounts%2Flogin%2F%3Fnext%3D%252Faccounts%252Fagency_login%252Fdepartment- 

of-homeland-security-office-of-inspector-general-236%252Finspector-general-closed-cases-2015-department-of-homeland-security-office-of-inspector-general-79418%252F%253Femail%253DFOIA.OIG%252540oig.dhs.gov 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to the amount of: $: 25 

Select from the list below: An individual seeking information for personal 

use and not for commercial use. 

I request a waiver of all fees for this request.: I request a waiver of all 
fees for this request. 

Please provide an explanation for your request for a fee waiver: 

I am a member of the news media and request classification as such. 1 have 
previously 

written about the government and its activities, with some reaching over 

100,000 

readers in outlets such as Gizmodo, MuckRock, Motherboard, Property of the 
People, 

Unicom Riot, and The Outline, among others. As such, as I have a reasonable 
expectation of publication and my editorial and writing skills are well 
established. In 

addition, I discuss and comment on the files online and make them available 
through 

non-profits such as the library Internet Archive and the journalist 
non-profit MuckRock, 

disseminating them to a large audience. While my research is not limited to 
this, a great 

deal of it, including this, focuses on the activities and attitudes of the 
government itself. 

As such, it is not necessary for me to demonstrate the relevance of this 

particular 

subject in advance. 

Further, case law states that “proof of the ability to disseminate the 
released information 

to a broad cross- section of the public is not required.” Judicial Watch, 

Inc. v. Dep’t of 

Justice, 365 F.3d 1108,1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004); see Carney v. U.S. Dep’t of 
Justice, 19 F. 

3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). Further, courts have held that "qualified 
because it also 

had “firm” plans to “publish a number of... ‘document sets’" 
concerning United States 

foreign and national security policy." Under this criteria, as well, I 
qualify as a member of 
the news media. 

Additionally, courts have held that the news media status "focuses on the 
nature of the 

requester, not its request. The provision requires that the request be 
“made by” a 

representative of the news media. Id. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). A newspaper 
reporter, for 

example, is a representative of the news media regardless of how much 
interest there is 

in the story for which he or she is requesting information." As such, the 
details of the 

request itself are moot for the purposes of determining the appropriate fee 
category. 

As my primary purpose is to inform about government activities by reporting 

making the raw data available, I request that fees be waived. 

Please select and describe in detail if you believe your request warrants 
expeditious handling: 





Please provide information to support your selection 
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